Lifelong learning.
Early American physician education lacked quality and consistency. Poorly funded institutions with weak curricula and little patient contact before graduation trained our earliest doctors. With the advent of the twentieth century, a reformation of medical education took place that created the foundation of our modern American medical education system. The importance of physician education increased, leading to the production of specialty boards and requirements for continuing medical education and culminating in a continuous certification process now required of all specialties including the American Board of Emergency Medicine. While the utility of continuing medical education has been questioned, technological advances, the Internet, and improved education techniques are helping physicians practice modern medicine in a time of rapidly expanding science.